Mind Over Murder Story Board

By Usman Khan


The story for Mind Over Murder is centered on 2 characters. These two characters are brothers who grow up under similar circumstances, but spiritually and religiously went different ways. In the beginning of the video we see both brothers interacting and butting heads. Brother 1 becomes more spiritual while Brother 2 becomes more extreme. They start hanging out with different crowds who influence their religious upbringing. 


Brother 2 meets an Islamic extremist in a college class who he starts hanging out with. He takes him to a religious gathering where the group talks about attacking the West and that it is their mission to carry out suicide missions to bring down the West. They also have a very narrow view of the religion, and see everything in a black and white. 

Meanwhile Brother 1 meets a Sufi dervish on the side of the road, and finds peace with the words the Sufi dervish has to say. He starts going to the Sufi gatherings and partakes in the ritual of the whirling dervish. One scene will show Brother 1 doing the whirling dervish with the group. Then there will be an aerial shot of the group and than an aerial shot of the building and than a shot of the Earth in rotation, showing the depth in spiritual connections these individuals achieve. 

As these two brothers start going out in the world we see a dichotomy in their behavior. Brother 1 is always happy and at peace and helping people when he can. We see him in a state of serenity with his day to day activities, because he takes a more moderate approach to Islam. Brother 2 is always angry and condemning and alienating people. He grows a big beard and always condemns others and is never at peace. There will be a scene of Brother 2 coming into Brother 1’s room and sees that Brother 1 has picked up guitar and is practicing. Brother 2 starts yelling at him and gets all crazy. Brother 1 tells him nicely to calm down and not be so enraged. We than see Brother 2 storm out.

Brother 2 starts meeting with the same group. They tell him that they have been talking to Taliban leaders, and they want them to blow up a mosque to send a message to the Pakistani govt. for their alliance with America. In this scene the head of the group says to Brother 2 that he has been selected, and with honor Brother 2 accepts the challenge. They start explaining the mission to him. They give him flight details and when and where he must carry out the suicide mission. He is to carry it out at the end of the last evening prayer at a mosque. 

Brother 2 starts making all the arrangements, he gets his ticket and is ready to go. He leaves early in the morning to meet with the rest of the group so that he has plenty of time to prepare. Meanwhile we see Brother 1 wake up in the morning to go check on his brother. He goes into the room and as he is about to leave he sees that there are some papers hidden behind his desk. He goes and gets them and sees that these are plans for the attack that Brother 2 will carry out at night. The flight details as well as the time and mosque that the attack is planned to be carried out

Brother 1 immediately gets troubled and rushes to the airport. He gets a flight but realizes that he will barely make it in time. He takes the flight and arrives. He rushes to take a cab. Meanwhile Brother 2 is strapped with bombs and he enters the mosque and starts praying the evening prayer. He plans to blow himself up when the prayer ends. 

We than see Brother 1 rushing to get to his brother to stop him. He gets off the cab and starts to run really fast. While he is rushing to get there we see flashbacks of when both brothers were kids and how they played together and things were simpler. 

Brother 1 gets to the mosque and finds his brother. He stands next to him and prays. In prayer he cries earnestly and hopes that his brother will stop. He prays that his brother will come to his senses. Brother 2 realizes that his brother is next to him, and that that he came all this way to stop him. He begins to have second thoughts. When the prayer ends Brother 2 ends his prayer does the salam to the side of his shoulder and sees the sincerity in his brother’s eyes as he cries for him. He looks at him and comes to his senses and begins to weep as well. They both look at each other and Brother 2 tells Brother 1 that he is not going to carry out the mission. They both embrace each other and the video fades out.
