Synopsis

 “Mind Over Murder” is about the difficulty of making choices. It is about the overload of suggestions that a single human receives and must sort through–  useful?  Not useful? good? evil? The lyrics express a dejected man caught in the nasty web of decision making. On the one hand, he wants to be true to his religion, on the other hand, his feelings tell him that following the word of God can’t be the answer if it involves harming himself or others.

When a human being realizes they have a choice, a kernel of love pops in God’s microwave. I propose a music video that shows a variety of situations in which people realize that they have the choice to be peaceful. It’s okay to reject what you have been taught or trained, even if it seems normal. It’s okay to change your mind at the last minute. You will be forgiven.   

“Story Board

Note: All of the a,b,c letters in each section correspond to each other. In other words, the a) in the Intro match with the a) in the outro etc. Just read on. You’ll get it.

Point in Song

-Type of Shot

-What’s in the Shot

-Piano Intro

-Orienting: These shots set the scene. The settings are peaceful and serene, like on any old sunny day. 

a) A forest

b) A sidewalk

c) An alley way

d) A farm

e) A bedroom

f) A subway

Oh Lord I am tired of this world.

I feel rejected and alone.

Won’t you send a messenger to me? To say:

Consecutive Macro: These are close up shots of the beings that are being targeted (killed) by the perpatrators in the next section.

a) Tree bark

b) A snail

c) A person’s (victim’s) face

d) A slaughterhouse animal

e) A person about to attempt suicide

f) A quick succession of people’s faces in a subway. 

“Don’t worry brother, please.

I’ll give you fields of gold,

Money for your widow

And 70 virgins for you”

Macro:

These are the beings that are about to kill. In these shot’s, the beings look prepared to kill. (Note: the letters a,b,c, correspond to the victims letters above)

a) A tree cutter with chainsaw

b) A young boy

c) A mugger

d) A masked Slaughterhouse employee with a hammer-gun

e) A sad, dejected face

f) A suicide bomber

I feel this power come over me and I feel it more than I think I should

I’m on the edge, but don’t worry, I’ll only be your storm to bring you sunshine.

Re-Orienting:

These shots are to show the rise in intensity in the environment where the violent act is about to take place.

a) The wind blows through the trees violently

b) A cloud covers the sun in the sky over the sidewalk.

c) A black cat knocks over a garbage can in the alley

d) Dim lights flicker, other animals go wild in slaughterhouse.

e) It’s start to rain outside bedroom window

f) People cram the subway, getting packed in close to the bomber

I’m not a bad man you see.

I just want you all to feel the trouble and misery in me.

Only that will set me free.

Lead Up: These shots demonstrate the perpatrators choosing/meeting their victims. 

a) The tree-cutter chooses the tree

b) The boy spots the snail

c) The Mugger sees victim walk into alley 

d) Slaughterhouse worker chooses pig

e) Suicidal person picks up razor

f) Suicide bomber steps onto subway 

I’ll be in fields of gold, with money for my widow and 70 virgins for me.

(Continuation of last scene)

I feel this power come over me and I feel it more than I think I should

I’m on the edge, but don’t worry, I’ll only be your storm to bring you sunshine.

Action: These shots are to correspond with the high energy of the chorus. They are supposed to be intense and suspenseful

a) Tree cutter reves chainsaw

b) Young boy sticks tongue out, his thumb ready to crush.

c) Mugger puts on his mask and pursues victim.

d) Slaughterhouse worker cocks gun

e) Suicidal person puts razor to the skin.

f) Suicide bomber rigs his “watch” (setting the timer on the bomb)

Guitar Solo

Realization: These shots will demonstrate the moment at which the perpators realize they have a choice. These shots will be sentimental, but essential.

a) Tree cutter sees baby Maple trees growing

b) Boy notices family of snails

c) Mugger realizes he is pursuing a old woman

d) The pig rubs his head up against the slaughterhouse worker’s leg (nice, like a cat)

e) Suicidal person looks at photograph of family on desk

f) Suicide bomber notices pregnant woman on subway.

Oh Lord why do you make me choose?

I thought you were greater than the rest.

You know I need your help right now, but please don’t ask me to kill my brothers.

Please don’t tempt me with your virgins.

Please don’t bribe me with your money.

Please don’t ask me to murder for you.

Slow-motion Catharsis: These shots are to give a sense of relief, to demonstrate that the perpatrators have chosen not to kill. These shots should be dramatic, slow and powerful. 

a) Tree cutter throws his chainsaw 

b) Young boy runs away fast from the snail.

c) Mugger tears off his/her mask and throws it away.

d) Slaughterhouse worker shoots off bullets into the farm roof (instead of the poor animal’s head)

e) Suicidal person chucks box of razors out the window (dramatically, all the little pieces flying.)

f)  Suicide bomber rips off his/her jacket and reveals his wired body to the subway folk (Once again, dramatically, on his knees crying or something). 

Enjoy!
